DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
he had his fine Gallic wit. Up to then the Entente had Intended to allow Austria to remain. I placed my arguments precisely before him, as he had never heard them before, I could see how quickly his intellect grasped them. Then when his friends tried to persuade him that Austria-Hungary ought to be maintained, so as to keep Germany weak and in check, he often wavered. But finally he understood that it was a false calculation to count on Austria-Hungary against Germany.
aln this connection I must also mention the Slovack, Stefanik. He was an astronomer, who lived in Paris. Because of his talent he quickly rose to the rank of General. He joined the French Air Force and carried on his profession in making climatic observations. He was an excellent and tireless propagandist. It was he who smoothed my path to Briand."
"In this connection," I said, "you have made a written statement that is full of significance. It ran: 'I do not exaggerate when I say that the Entente has been furnished with a positive programme through our programme for the division of Austria-Hungary.' " I did not quote this with any accent of interrogation; but I looked at him
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